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Personal Reflections

The occurrence of death brings home common concerns, common crises and common destiny of
all that live upon this earth Human’s age-long dwelling place amid the vast, unending skies. Death
draws us together in the deep-felt emotions of the heart; it dramatically accents the ultimate
equality involved in our ultimate fate, and it reminds us of the essential commonality of humanity
that lies beneath all the bitter dissensions and divisions registered in history and contemporary life.
The human race is one great family, with its infinite roots reaching back over the boundless past,
and its infinite ramifications extending throughout the present world and ever pushing forward into
the future. The living and the dead, and the generations yet unborn, make up that enduring

communion of humanity, which shares the adventure of life upon this dear and pleasant earth.

Here, on our planet, there have evolved, over millions of years, human beings possessed of the
power of mind, the beauty of love, and the splendor of heroism. Humans, with all their diverse
gifts, are fully part and product of Nature that is our home. S/He is a cousin to all other living
forms, and in his/her very flesh and blood one with that same marvelous and multi-structured
matter that underlies the whole mighty universe, the shining array of stars, the gracious sun, our

own earth and everything within it.

It is in this great and eternal Nature that we live and move and have our being. Thus, beyond our
kinship with our fellow human beings, there is always our kinship with the natural world that
sustains us with its varied goods and stirs up with its wonderful beauty. This dynamic Nature
stamps its pattern of constant change on every existing thing. Change means transformation,
beginnings, endings, and death. So it is that the freshness and light of each new day, the blessed
zest of living are crossed by the sting of transience. Yet transience and death itself are wholly
natural and understandable. All that lives must die. Life and death are different and necessary
aspects of the same evolutionary process. In the larger view, in the total picture, death in itself is

not evil and is not to be feared by reasoning humans.
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We recognize these truths, and we accept as inevitable the eventual extinction of human
individuals and the return of their bodies, indestructible in their ultimate elements, to Nature that

bought them forth. In death, as in life, we belong to Nature.

On this occasion, as we think seriously of human existence and its meaning it is for us, the living,
to rededicate ourselves to those great ethical aims and ideals that have long been part of our cultural
heritage, to reaffirm friendliness and sympathy toward our fellow men which now, as always,
remains the foundation stone of a good society, to resolve anew to bend our minds and energies
toward the pursuit of truth, the creation of beauty, and the advancement of freedom. Beyond the
welfare of our native land, we look to the world at large and seek happiness and progress of all
humanity upon this fruitful earth — to the end that everywhere humans may have life and have it

more abundantly.

May the human race ever flourish, ever grow in grace, wisdom and generosity. May generation
after generation through eternities of time come to know the sweetness of life and rejoice in the
inexhaustible beauties of this universe of Nature. For the best of all answer to death is the whole-

hearted and continuing affirmation of life on behalf of the greater glory of Man.
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