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The invention of language has created an abundance of advantages for mankind. It has enabled 

literature to be preserved, scientific advancement to be recorded. It has enabled us to communicate 

with one another with more precision than was possible before. One could go on and on listing the 

advantages of language ad infinitum. 

However, every progress by humankind bringing advantages also has, in some ways, brought some 

disadvantages. Before the invention of language, a mother wanting to express her love for her child 

could not do so by words. Instead, she took action physically, such as getting food for her child, 

protecting her child against natural disasters, nursing the child etc. She acted in a manner to express 

her love, and instinctively the child understood this. This applied to everybody, whether it was a 

child, a friend or a parent for whom one was expressing love. Today, however, with the invention 

of language, we can substitute action by words. Today, I can tell my child that I love him or her, 

purchase a card saying so, or write a poem expressing this. This gives me the satisfaction of having 

expressed my love for my child but sometimes that becomes a substitute for action. 

Feelings of love, devotion, anger, and hate all existed before language was invented However, 

such feelings were expressed through actions rather than words. Today, words provide us with a 

shield to hide our emotions or, sometimes, blatantly misrepresent our emotions. It allows us an 

easy way out from the honest expression of how we feel. Hypocrisy is enabled to blossom under 

the guise of caring words. 

This is not to belittle the invention of language. It is merely to make us aware that words are meant 

to communicate our true feeling precisely, not as a substitute for action, nor as a shield for hiding 

our emotions or misrepresenting them in any manner whatsoever. 

 


